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Sen. Tony Avella has decided not to go the independent route like Assemblyman Rory Lancman and NYC Councilwoman Liz Crowley and instead heed the Queens Democratic Party’s wishes for Assemblywoman Grace Meng to run in the newly-created NY-6. 

Avella, a freshman Democratic senator from Queens, just formally announced his re-election bid in a press release, saying: 

“Two years ago I ran for Senate on a platform of reform and good government in this district and while we have accomplished a great deal during my first term, we still have a long way to go to reform Albany.”

In 2010, Avella won a hard-fought battle against veteran Republican ex-Sen. Frank Padavan, (who, as it turns out, is now mulling a run in NY-6). 

He came in as part of a reform-minded class that included Sen. Mike Gianaris, Sen. Adriano Espaillat, Sen. Gustavo Rivera and Sen. David Carlucci, who is now a member of the IDC. Also a freshman: Queens Democratic Sen. Jose Peralta, who was elected in a special election to former Sen. Hiram Monserrate’s old seat. 

By deciding to seek re-election rather than run for Congress, Avella potentially puts the Democrats in a bind. As you’ll recall, the Republicans’ first Senate redistricting map drew three sets of Democrats into head-to-head contests: Peralta vs. Gianaris, Eric Adams vs. Velmanette Montgomery and Avella vs. Toby Stavisky. 

The tweaked Senate map approved by Gov. Andrew Cuomo uncoupled all but one of those pairs, keeping the Avella-Stavisky match-up. I called Avella this afternoon to ask if he would run even if that meant primarying his colleague. He didn’t seem thrilled to be answering the question, repeating several iterations of the following answer: 

“Whatever happens, happens…The 11th Senatorial District is basically 80 percent of my old district. It’s the district where I live. I’m running in that district.”
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